CHRQNICLE
Exploring the hidden side of Crystal River

Tour aims to give visitors deeper sense of region's history, wildlife

By The Staff
Wednesday, Oclober 20, 2010 at 7:00 pm

"It's the best-kept secret in the area.” Thal's how Captam Bob Lewis described it

Lewis was referring 10 the 90-minute Hesitage Foo River Tour that he and other volurieers and park
rangers conduct for visitors six times each weelk The theme of the tour is "The Ancient River
Dwellers,” and the voyage meanders through the heart of the 27,000-acre Crystal River State
Preserve Park

Lewis, a retired schoot teacher tumed river tour inlerpreter and boat captain, has volunieered his
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Those traveling on the cruise are freated to an inderpretive cruise back in fime.

Rapiors such as these “There is evidence of the early river dwellers along the Crystal River dating back 10,000 to 12,000
ospreys, as well as plumed years,” L ewis sasd

hircks wading the eshuaries of

the Crystal River, are a The cuise begins at the Crysial River Preserve Stale Park and head upriver a short distance before

cournon sight daxring the tour. headng west toward the gateway to the Guif at Shedl Istand.

Pstheboaleass;rml“m Istand within sight of the open walers of the Gusf, park rangers paint a crystal-clear image of what
researchers believe life was like for the river dwellers and even Spanish explorers that found refuge inside the protective banks of the
Crystal River generations ago.

He telis of arfifacts found onthe istand that are evidence that it was once used as a krading post for fravelers coming and going by ship.
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into the Guif, and then back to their home base inside the Crystal River as the incoming waters flowed east, making paddling easier,”
said park ranger Mike Petellat

Petellat kept the guests entertained and informed during the joumney from his perch at the front of the vessel, encouraging visitors to
point out wildlife so he could identify and inform the group about which species were in view.

Ancther favorite attraction the crulse offers, according to Lewis, is information given about the vast flora and fauna visitors can view as
the boat siowly motors past the estuaries on the Crystal River.

A dazen or so pairs of binocutars are supplied for tourists to use, but many guests bring their own viewing gear, as well as cameras.
Photographic opportunities present themselves nearly continualty.

A myriad of plumed wading bird, such as blue herons and white egrets, as well as raptors, like American bald eagles and ospreys, give
visitors plenty to view or photograph as they learmn about the heritage of the area.

One point of interest the crew makes sure to point out is the active bald eagle nest located on the north shore of the river that has served
as home for a pair of eagles for several years.

On a recent trip down the Crystal River a pair of Atlantic bottlenose dolphins followed alongside the tour boat, surfing the large vessel's
wake and offering a rare opportunity for visitors to get an up close and personal experience.

Brian and Dawn Rader, first-time visitors to Citrus County from Xenia, OH, said they loved the tour they took Friday moming. “The
landscape is absolutely beautiful here, and the trip is very informative,” Rader said. His wife said she felt,

“It's a great way to see the wildiife in the area,” Dawn addedd. She said she was also happy about the affordabifity of the tour — aduft
tickets are $10 and children six to 12 years old are $8; children less than six years of age are free.
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madmum of 24 guests per Wip.

Lewis, one of three boat captains trained to operate the tour boat, is also one of approximately 30 Friends of the Crystal River State Park
Inc. volurteers who make much of the park’s success possible.

He summed up his feelings about the river tours by saying, ™| share my love of nature with our visitors and along the way hope to impart
some environmental awareness. Hopefully, the visitors will leam to appreciate what we have and they will want to protect it.

He continued, “The underlying theme of the tours is that today we are enjoying many of the same things that the early river dwellers from
thousands of years back found attractive here — fishing, recreation and lodging. Through conservation efforts, we will have this for future

generations to enjoy. We want to keep an ecological message here. We want to keep it clean.”

For more information about the tour, call the park at (352) 563-0450. //
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Depart the Crystal Rivex Preserve Visitor Center dock for
a (lellg]:ll:fu.l two hour SUNSET CRUISE on the Crysl;al River.
Travel out into the Gulf for a spectacular sunset.

Depart the Crystal River Preserve Visitor Center dock for
a dehg‘ht[ul two hour SUNSET CRUISE on the Crystal River.
Travel out into the Gulf for a spectacular sunset.

Refrashents & wmacks Aduits: $15.00 Refrcrtemants & snacks Adults: $15.00
will be availeble. Children under 12; $10.00 will by available. Children under 12: $10.00
Advance tickets available in the Crystal Rrver Preserve State Park Visitor Center Advance tickets available in the Crystal River Preserve State Park Visitor Center
focated just north of Crystol River on US Hwy 19 - turn onto locoted just north of Crystal River on US Hwy 19 - tum onfa
state Park Sireet at the Days inn and go 1.5 miles fo 3266 N. Soilboat Ave.

Siate Pork Street ot the Days inn and go 1.5 mies fo 3264 N. Sadboat Ave.
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Call 352.563'.0450|

for Departl.ue Dates & Tines)|

Depart the Cry\stal River Preserve Visitor Center dack for
d K a delightful two hour SUNSET CRUISE on the Crystal River.
J Travel ont into the Gulf for a spectaculax sunset.
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Advance tickels availabie in the Crystal River Preserve State Park Visitor Center
located just north of Crystol River on US Hwy 19 - fum onto
State Park Street at the Days Inn ond go 1.5 miles io 3266 N. Saibboat Ave.

The Friands of ihe Crystal River State Parks, Inc. 15 a no-for-profit [507 {C)3)} Ciizen Scppart Organization
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Place: Redfish Revue

Theatre at the Crystal
River Preserve State Park
- 3266 N. Saltboat Ave.
Crystal River, FL 34428

352-563-0450
Time: 7:00pm - 3rd
Sarurday of the month
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January 15, 2011 -
Humming Birds The magic i In the aic

Water Life 1 Traned the globe B explore the amazing workd of
water, Visk the ecosystems & the diverse species that live
there. Includes: Soup of Life & Water Skim

February 19, 2011 -

Ocean Odyssey Follow the life journey of an 80 year old
spurnutxalelothebmmof:heMamic&PaclﬁcOceansln
the most accurare porwayal of the deep ooeans that has ever
beer spen

March 19, 2011 -

Meerkats Paul Newanan naraves this documentary that
chronides the antics of young Koto 8. his family, These
members of the mongoose famify live in the harsh African
Kalahari Desert where life & deadh strugghes play out
throughout the fim.

April 16, 2011 -

Water Life 11 Condnue the [oumey arcaavd the workd o
eqiore the most valuable resource on our blus planer- water.
Includes: Borrowed Water, Fecting Water, Junghe Wates &
Salt borests.

May 21,2011 -

Animats are Beautiful People This humorous look at
African wildilfe compares animals 10 fwamans. Aimed over four
years in Namib, the Kalahari desert 8. the Olaviduango Deita
region. this Pl has won marry awards.
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